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This guide has been created to accompany you in discovering the col-
lections on display in our museum, a place that preserves invaluable 
traces of the history and art of Montepulciano and its surrounding 
area. Located in the heart of the city centre, within Palazzo Neri Or-
selli, the museum houses an extraordinary variety of works and arte-
facts spanning the centuries.
At the core of the museum is the Crociani Picture Gallery, named after 
Francesco Crociani, Primicerius of the Montepulciano Cathedral, who 
in 1861 donated his prestigious collection of paintings to the commu-
nity. This original nucleus, comprising around 180 works dating from 
the 14th to the 19th century, includes masterpieces by Tuscan and 
Bolognese artists of the 17th and 18th centuries, as well as canvases 
by Flemish and Dutch painters.
However, the Museo Civico is not solely about art: an archaeological 
section showcases important Etruscan and Roman artefacts, includ-
ing grave goods and cinerary urns, offering a fascinating journey into 
Montepulciano’s most ancient past.
Through the pages of this guide, we hope to provide a clear and ac-
cessible tool to help you navigate the museum and deepen your un-
derstanding of the works on display. Our wish is for your visit to be an 
engaging and enriching experience, whether you are an art enthusiast, 
a history lover, or simply a traveller exploring Montepulciano.
The Municipal Administration would like to thank all those who have 
contributed to enhancing this heritage and wishes you an enjoyable 
visit. 

Michele Angiolini
Mayor of Montepulciano

I’m delighted to welcome the publication of this accessible guide to 
the Museo Civico Pinacoteca Crociani in Montepulciano — one of the 
most emblematic museums of our territory’s cultural vocation, hou-
sed in a town with an ancient and distinguished history.
The museum’s extraordinary collection reflects not only Crociani’s 
refined taste and sensibility as a collector, but also Montepulciano’s 
long-standing commitment to preserving and promoting its artistic 
heritage, in a dialogue that stretches from the Etruscan era to the 
present day.
This guide fits perfectly within the Province of Siena’s broader efforts 
to encourage widespread and informed engagement with our cultural 
heritage. We believe that culture is a key driver of sustainable territo-
rial development — one that combines identity, appeal, and commu-
nity participation.
More than just a visitor’s guide, this is also a valuable scholarly tool: 
a resource for study and further exploration, written by researchers 
who have been able to share their work in an engaging and accessible 
way. I’m especially pleased to see the contributions of younger voices, 
working alongside more established scholars — a collaboration that 
begins to write, even now, the future history of this field.
I would like to thank all the institutions and professionals who contri-
buted to this editorial project. Their work helps enhance the value of 
this important civic museum, making it even more open, accessible, 
and embedded in the cultural life of our region.

Agnese Carletti
President, Province of Siena
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Over the years, Fondazione Musei Senesi has published numerous 
guides dedicated to the museums in its network: collectible volumes, 
elegantly designed in a vertical format, richly illustrated and curated 
by scholars who have made significant contributions to research in 
their respective fields.
When the Municipality of Montepulciano — coinciding with a change 
in the museum’s directorship and the arrival of a panel painting by 
Matteo di Giovanni and the Head of King Porsenna by Andrea Sanso-
vino — expressed the need for a new guide to the Civic Museum, we 
were delighted to embrace the opportunity to inaugurate a new edito-
rial direction. Thus was born a renewed series that builds on previous 
experience while speaking to the present with fresh awareness.
This sense of contemporaneity is immediately evident in the graphic 
design, aligned with FMS’s new visual identity, but also in the narra-
tive structure of the volume. Together with the author, we chose to 
bring together multiple voices: alongside established scholars, spa-
ce is given to younger — and already brilliant — contributors, whose 
insights and curiosities enrich the narrative. A collective, polyphonic 
account, just as we like to imagine the interpretation of our museum 
network.
This guide, dedicated to the Museo Civico Pinacoteca Crociani, is the 
first in the new series and accompanies readers on a journey throu-
gh a museum with a richly varied collection — from archaeology to 
19th-century painting — built around the core assembled by a refined 
and original-minded collector. And it’s easy to imagine that Francesco 
Crociani himself, whose bequest established one of the oldest civic 
museums in Italy, would be pleased to see today’s visitors moving 
through the rooms of Palazzo Neri Orselli with this guide in hand, pau-
sing with renewed curiosity in front of the paintings he so dearly loved.

Alessandro Ricceri
President, Fondazione Musei Senesi

In the heart of Montepulciano, the Museo Civico Pinacoteca Crociani 
is much more than a container for artworks: it is a living place, where 
memory engages with the present and art continues to question, in-
spire and move us.
It took a long, participatory process to reach the current definition 
of a museum, according to ICOM (the International Council of Mu-
seums), the international non-governmental organization that brings 
together museums and museum professionals from around the world. 
According to the most recent definition, approved in Prague in 2022:
“A museum is a not-for-profit, permanent institution in the service 
of society that researches, collects, conserves, interprets and exhibits 
tangible and intangible heritage. Open to the public, accessible and 
inclusive, museums foster diversity and sustainability. They operate 
and communicate ethically, professionally and with the participation 
of communities, offering varied experiences for education, enjoyment, 
reflection and knowledge sharing.”
This new definition highlights key changes in the role of museums, 
acknowledging the importance of sustainability, inclusivity and com-
munity participation. These three elements – especially the latter two 
– perfectly reflect the identity of our museum, a place where beauty, 
knowledge and a sense of belonging come together.
As a local administration, we deeply believe in the value of cultural 
heritage as a driver of growth and social cohesion. We are proud of the 
ongoing work of care and enhancement that continues to make our 
museum increasingly accessible, open and engaged.
May this visit be an opportunity for discovery, wonder and renewed 
dialogue with the history and identity of Montepulciano.

Lara Pieri
Councillor for Culture
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